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whale hunting. Some people like one part of the story, and

some like the other. For me, the joy is that the book con-

tains both parts, pulling at each other, each informing the

other side, and that if you removed either part you would

have a less interesting book.)

I read How Do You Liue? now, in this sparkling new

translation, because Hayao Miyazaki is basing his next

film on it. It's a film he has said that he is making for his

grandson, as a gift to the future.

The finest time I spent with Mr Miyazaki was in the

building he was making for the children of the neighbor-

hood around Studio Ghibli, u,here he makes his cartoons.

It was built ofwood, and there was a bridge across it, inside,

too small for adults to cross, but the perfect size for chil-

dren to go exploring. It was a space for the whole person.

Miyazaki makes films for whole people and makes

films about consequences.'When I worked on the English-

language script of his film Princess Mononoke, I was

astonished when I finally realised that everything in the

film was about consequences of acts and actions: seem-

ingly unrelated events are actually the consequences of

other events or actions, and everyone in the film is acting

according to what they believe to be their best interests

without realising that what they do affects everyone else.

In How Do You Liue?, Copper, our hero, and his uncle

are our guides in science, in ethics, in thinking. And on

the way they take us, through a school story se

in 1937, to the heart of the questions we need tc

selves about the way we live our lives. 'We will e

betrayal and learn about how to make tofu. We s
ine fear, and how we cannot ah,vays live up rc
think we are, and we learn about shame, and ho

rvith it. We will learn about gravity and about i

most of all, we will learn to think about things-
writer Theodore Sturgeon put it, ask the next qu.

Books like this are important. I'm so glad lvlr

is making his film, not least because it means tha

four years after it was written, Genzaburo Yoshr:

can be read in English, in Bruno Navaskr,'s g

rvinning translation, and that I got to read it.
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But when it comes to grades, it's the other way around.

Copper is generally first or second in the class and has

hardly ever dropped to third. That said, Copper is no

grade-grubber, but rather somebody who likes to play

more than most. In baseball he's considered the class ath-

lete. It's charming to see little Copper with his big glove,

guarding second base. Small as he is, he's no power hitter,

but he knows how to bunt, so he's always picked to bat

second in the lineup.

Although he's first or second in grades, Copper has

never been the class leader. It's not because he's not well

liked, but rather that he can be a bit too mischievous. It

wouldn't be right to make Copper the class leader, would

it, when he seems h"ppy to spend ethics class hidden from

the teacher, making two rhinoceros beetles play tug-of-

war, tied togethel by a thread? 
-When the time comes for

a parent-teacher conference, the words that his homeroom

teacher says to his mother are always the sa-me: "There's

not much to be said about his studies. His test scores are

exceptionally good, and as usual it seemed he would be

chosen as the class leader. But . . ."

When this "But ." comes out, his mother thinks,

Again? Because what comes next, invariably, is a story of

Copper's mischief landing him in trouble.

Actually, Copper's mother may be partially responsible

for this. 'When 
she comes home from the parent-teacher
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conference, she often tells hrm, "We had anorir:

fronr your teacher, yor-r knor,v," but she's nor i.

severe about it. To tell the truth, his mother c:ir.i .

l hard time abont this sort of thing.

The reason she can't is mostly becar-rse Clo--.

chiefis rarely irritating or troublesonre to anvo:..

not bad-spirited, but simply an innocent soul -..

people leush and anruses them. But beside,i :-:

one lnore big reason: Copper has no father.

Copper's father passed awa1, just about ts.-
He -'vas a director at a bie bank, and after he cL:.

tinrily rloved from their: rnansion in the o1d c;i-

est house in the suburbs. They 1et go of a nunr':- -:

s-ho rvorked for thern, too, so aside fronr C.,-r::

nrother, there rvere just the nalu1v and onc l:

Lrecame a household of four in all. ljr-r1ike rI,. -r

1'ris father rvas alive, they received ferv vrsitor,. ,.

Jenlv began to feel lonely inside the hor-rse H .

Lrrlnlary concern at thar time u-as to prererr e C. --

'.rral high spirits, so she found herself unable r,:,

Copper very harshiy for srnall matters.

After they moved to the suburbs, an unr,.
rn the neighborhood w'ould corrre to visir no-,''

That uncle -'vas Copper's rnother's little bror:h::

ot the university with a lar,v degree. Copper i-, c --

ro his uncle's house to play as r,vell. The rs.', - .
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terribly close. People in the neighborhood would often see

litt1e Copper and his taller-than-average uncle walking

side by side, or in the fields together playing catch, just the

two of them.

Copper's nickname was first coined by this uncle.

Then one Sunday, just when a schoolmate, Mizutani, had

come to the house to play, the uncle dropped by as well.

"Copper, Copper" was thrown about, and after that the

name quickly spread to school.

Mizutani came to school and jabbered, "Hey, you

know Honda, right?'Well, at home he's called Copper!"

And so it was that his schoolmates came to call him that.

Now even his mother will sometimes address him as

"Mister Copper."

Why "Copper"? Not one of his friends knows. They

just think it's fun, and they all call him that without know-

ing why. If they ask him "Why are you called Copper?" he

just laughs and never explains. But he gets a sort of pleased

look on his face, so his friends want to know the reason all

the more.

And on this point, we all Gel no differently than his

friends. So first let's start rvith the story of Copper's nick-

name. And then let's report on the curious happenings

inside Copper's head.

Why such a report? Read on, and you will understand.

Chapter One

A Strange Experience

Jt happened one October afternoon lasr ...
IICopper rvas still a first-year student. He r,,,.,

uncle, the two of them standing on the roof r-
nlent store in the Gjnza, district of Tokyo.

A fine mist fell quietly and ceaselessh- tieri:,

skr'. so that it was hard to tell if it rvas raLr-::

and before they knerv it, small silver drople r. ..,._
er-eryrvhere on Copper's jacket and his un.,r .

.rnd they looked as if they had been covere d -

Copper was silent, gazing down at the Grnz.. i
rnrnrediately below.

4X
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From seven stories up, the Ginzawas a narrow channel.

At the bottom, cars streamed past in great numbers, one

after another. From Nihonbashi on the riuht side, flowing

beneath him to Shinbashi on the left, and from there in the

opposite direction, from the left side back to Nihonbashi,

the tr,vin currents slipped past each other, waxing and

waning as they went. Here and there between the two

streams, a trolley crawled sluggishly by, looking somehow

world-weary. The trolleys looked as smal1 as toys, and their

roofs were slick with rain. The cars, too, and the asphalt

road surface and even the trees lining the road and all else

that was there were dripping wet and gleaming with the

brightness of daylight shining from who knew where.

Gazing down in silence, Copper began to imagine

that the individual cars were insects. If they utere bugs, he

thought, they would be rhinoceros beetles, They're a swarm of

rhinoceros beetles that comes crawling in a big hurry. Then once

they'ue done their job, they go hurrying home. There's no know-

ing what it's about, but to them great ffiirs dre happening, make

no mistake.

As Copper thought about the beetles, he noticed how

the Ginza gradually narrowed in the distance, finaily bend-

ing to the left, and there, where it vanished amid the tall

buildings near Kyobashi, didn't it seem like the entrance to

their nest? The little credtures, in their rush to return, disappear

over there, one by one, And as they do, their replacements come

6*

hun'ying back, one by one. A black Ltne, a black onc, ,i.

one) n()w a blue otte, a gray one .

The porvdery mist continued to fall quierlr
'While irnrnersed in his strange fantas), Copper

some time tor,vard the Kl.obashi neiehborhoo.i

tually raised his face. Below him, the rain-soakr,-

Tokyo spread boundlessly in a1l directions.

It was a dark, lonely, endless prospect, and \,.

Copper began to feel gloomy, too. As far as rh:

see. the innumerable little roofs continued. :r1,

reflecting the light of the leaden sky. Breakrns -

house rows, clusters of hieh-rise buildines f .,-t.

and there. The farthest of these were gradr-r.r1i'.

in a haze of rain and at last became silhoui,,.
bet-,veen the skv and the vague dullness of :

chrorne mist. How profoundly damp it nrl1.:

Evervthing was wet through and throuqh. .Lr--:

that even the rocks themselves were permelre j
Tokyo was submerged, rnotionless at the bt ::

cold and damp.

Copper had been born and raised in To-<.

s-as the first tiure he had ever seen the srr';...

.horv such a sad and somber face. The husrlc .,-: -

rhe city came welling up endlessly from rhc .'..
hea\.y ,uvet air to the seventh-floor rooftop.. --,

rl'ris registered in his ears or not, Copper 1u:: .:
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